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Goals of the Institute for Education:
The Institute for Education will support students as they develop to their fullest potential. The institute will equip
students with an education grounded in innovation, research and practice of professional excellence. Students will
be exposed through classes, seminars, guest lectures, experiential learning and activities to support their content
areas and standards of excellence in their profession.

The primary objectives of the Institute for Education are to:
• Bridge the academy and professional life by bringing faculty, school administrators, teachers and students into a
close relationship.
• Develop a partnership with schools in Lenawee County to develop innovative instructional models.
• Increase opportunities for students at Adrian College to learn about their profession through curricular and extracurricular experiences, including coursework, internships, student teaching, and volunteerism.

The Institute for Education will accomplish our
goals and objectives by:
• Conducting research and disseminating findings
• Sponsoring mini conferences
• Developing and implementing new courses
and/or programs
• Sponsoring a lecture series
• Sponsoring workshops
• Facilitating collaboration
• Forming partnerships

Science and Literacy Integration Professional Development and Summer School Program
The Adrian College Institute for Education, in partnership with the Adrian Public Schools, offered a summer school program from June
20-30, 2011 for students going into the 5th grade.
Students participated in quality inquiry-based integrated science and reading curriculum and instruction consistent with local, state, and
national recommendations so that they may receive opportunities to become proficient in science content and reading literacy. Seeds of
Science/Roots of Reading is a curriculum that integrates science and literacy to provide access to deep science knowledge, academic vocabulary, and powerful skills and strategies in both literacy and science (SSRR: http://www.scienceandliteracy.org, 2011).
“The Adrian College Institute for Education is grateful for the opportunity to collaborate with the Adrian Public Schools
through this program which is committed to enhancing student’s science content and literacy skills,” stated Dr. Andrea
R. Milner, Director of the Institute
for Education.
“The students and teachers of Adrian are
very fortunate to have the caring professionals at Adrian College offering these
opportunities,” responded Chris Timmis,
Ed.D., Superintendent of Adrian Public
Schools.

Service Learning
Adrian College supports the philosophy of Academic Service Learning. Academic Service Learning, or ASL, integrates hands-on community service with in-class readings, writings, and discussions (http://www.adrian.edu/news/contact/s02/servicelearning.php). The Institute
for
Education facilitates this philosophy of ASL through its goals and objectives. To illustrate, strong ASL and Clinical Field Experiences are
an integral component of the Teacher Education program.
One example of teacher education students integrating hands-on community service with in-class readings, writings, and discussions is
their volunteer work with Lenawee Intermediate School District Stubnitz Environmental Education Programs (LISD SEEP) website:
http://seec.lisd.us. These programs offer environmental science investigations in an interdisciplinary format of age-appropriate programs
for Lenawee County students through school field trip programs at Stubnitz Environmental Education Center. The Center was created
through a unique partnership involving education, community, agencies, businesses and government, with a mission is to provide all people
with a living laboratory for lifelong learning, instilling stewardship for the natural environment (http://seec.lisd.us/).
LISD SEEP field trips use a variety of inquiry
activities, simulations, and hands-on experiences with the natural environment and are
designed in accordance with Michigan Science
Grade Level Content Expectations (GLCEs)
for grades K-7 and the Michigan High School
Science Content Expectations (HSCEs).
Adrian College students assist in Stubnitz
Environmental Education Programs by leading
small group activities, conducting experiential
activities, and guiding students on interpretive
trail hikes.

		

LEGO® Summer Camp

		
		

Adrian College’s Institute for Education offered a summer camp, July 11-15, for youth in first through eighth grade 		
through the All About Learning LEGO® series.

Students actively engaged in utilizing unique LEGO® kits to build a variety of battling machines and creatively build and modify machines
through basic engineering skills. This was a class of
exploration, problem solving, and risk-taking with
a goal of learning and experimenting with how
machines work and compete. Students learned a
variety of concepts throughout this class, including
basic engineering principles, gearing and gear ratios,
electric motors and energy, problem solving, and
communication skills.
“The Adrian College Institute for Education, in
partnership with All About Learning, Inc., is thrilled
to offer the opportunity for our young students in
grades 1-8 to explore Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) content through
the use of LEGO® kits.” Dr. Andrea R. Milner, Director of the Institute for Education stated. “This is
one of many educational opportunities the Institute
for Education will provide our local and campus
communities.”

Notable Alumni
Ashley Evard
Teacher, South Korea

during Student Teaching, or for the closeness I had
with a few professors, I would have never made it
out here. Now that I’m here, I cannot imagine how
my life would be if I were not in Korea. I recently
completed my first year and have just started my
second. I absolutely love teaching out here. The
students I work with range in age from 5-15 years
old and they are all so smart and eager to soak up
as much of the English language and culture that I
can share with them.”

Education
Bachelor of Arts in Social Studies and Elementary
Education, Adrian College, May 2010
“I graduated in May 2010 with a Bachelor of Arts
in Social Studies and Elementary Education. While
attending Adrian, I held a few work study jobs, all
with the Academic Services Department. I worked
as a note taker, a tutor, and as a front desk supervisor. I also participated in Disabilities Awareness
Week in March 2009. I was the Secretary and the
Treasurer of my class my sophomore year and I
was a member of Chi Alpha Epsilon Honors Fraternity. While at Adrian, I worked closely with a
few of the Education professors as well as several
teachers and administrators in the Adrian Public
School’s district, especially teachers and staff from
Lincoln Elementary where I fulfilled the majority
of my clinical experience hours, volunteered for
various school activities and completed my Associate Teaching.”

“As I type this, I am sitting in
my apartment in South Korea,
where I teach English to Korean
children in a private school setting. Being at Adrian gave me the
confidence and tools necessary
to make this big move, literally
to the other side of the world.
If it was not for the courses I
took, the time I spent in public
school classrooms, especially

Dr. Christopher Timmis
Superintendent, Adrian Public Schools, Adrian, MI
July 2008-present
Education
Graduated from AC in 1996 (was VP for Class of
1995 and came back to student teach). Majored in
Mathematics and Communications-Advocacy.
M.Ed. in 1999 from Wayne State University.
Ed.D. in 2007 from Eastern Michigan University.
Dissertation: “A Study of School-Choice Students
in the Southgate Community School District.”
“I remember visiting Adrian College as a high
school senior. As soon as I walked onto the campus, everything felt right. I remember meeting with
the baseball coach and some faculty on the visit.
Great things happened over those next four years.
Now, as an adult, I feel a sense of pride as I think
about the day I visited and decided to attend Adrian College. I owe much of my success to the visit
that day and the decision to attend Adrian College.”
“Adrian College provided me the opportunity to
grow as a person and as a leader. My time at Adrian College, like so many others, was an important
time in my life. Those four years taught me how
to learn, how to stretch myself, how to define my-

self, how to work in an ethical
and principled-manner, and how
to be a leader. My education
courses and faculty helped me
define what type of educator I
would become. Everything I’ve
done in my career since leaving
Adrian College can be linked
back to the positive experience
I had. I love Adrian College and
attribute my success to my experiences at AC.”
As the Superintendent at APS,

Gwanagja,
South Korea

Dr. Timmis has accomplished the following:
• Significantly increased test scores in
grades 3-8
• Received competitive School Improvement
Grant totaling $2.75 million over 3 years for
Adrian High School
• Created partnership with Boys and Girls Club
of Lenawee that resulted in a $1,000,000
capital project raised solely by
private donations
• Increased technology throughout the district
• Implemented International Baccalaureate
Diploma Programme at Adrian High School
and Middle Years Program at AMS
7-8 and AHS
Dr. Christopher Timmis currently lives in Adrian
with his wife, Lori, and son, Drew. They live 5
houses away from Adrian College.

