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Institute for Education Ribbons of Excellence
• Caring for humanity and the world: Making socially responsible decisions; providing service to local and global communities; interacting positively with persons of diverse cultures and backgrounds.
The Institute for Education will foster this caring disposition by:
a.
b.
c.

Providing service learning opportunities;
Examining and respecting multiple perspectives and ways of thinking; and
Demonstrating professional ethics.

• Learning throughout a lifetime: Continuing to ask important questions; pursuing knowledge in each new age; remaining open to new learning experiences.
The Institute for Education will foster this life-long commitment by:
a.
b.
c.

Increase opportunities for students at Adrian College to learn about their profession through curricular and extra		
curricular experiences, including coursework, internships, and volunteerism;
Conducting research and disseminating findings; and
Setting and pursuing goals for continued growth.

• Thinking critically: Developing critical habits of mind; exploring multiple points of view; raising thoughtful questions, identifying problems and solutions.
The Institute for Education will foster critical thinking by:
a.
b.
c.

Utilizing educational research and professional resources;
Providing students with classes, seminars, guest lectures, experiential learning and activities;
Supporting their content areas and standards of excellence in their profession.

• Crossing boundaries and disciplines: Developing literacy in multiple fields; personifying the liberal arts experience; making connections across disciplines.
The Institute for Education will foster crossing boundaries and disciplines by:
a.
b.
c.

Bridging the academy and professional life by bringing faculty, school administrators,
teachers and students into a close relationship;
Implementing interdisciplinary approaches; and
Facilitating collaboration and forming partnerships.

• Developing creativity: Engaging in creative arts; developing creative talents and skills; recognizing and employing 		
figurative expression.
The Institute for Education will foster creativity by:
a.
b.
c.

Developing a partnership with schools in Lenawee County to develop innovative instructional models;
Equipping students with an education grounded in innovation, research and practice of professional excellence;
Developing a myriad of strategies to engage students in learning.

Banquet held to honor AC Associate Teachers
By Emily Cutler, Contributing Writer

The Associate Teaching Banquet took place Oct. 5 at 5:30 p.m. in the Adrian-Tobias Room. This program was co-sponsored by the
Institute for Education and Teacher Education Department as a means to recognize and thank the student teachers along with their
supervisors.
“We just want to say thank you,” said the department chair of teacher education, Marcie Brown. “Every year we do an associate teaching banquet.”
There are 22 student teachers this semester, and there will be about 18 seniors next semester. The seniors are placed in numerous
school systems around the Adrian area and work under a supervising teacher at that school.
“I like to come in every year to say thank you to the supervisors,” said President Jeffrey Docking at the event. “[Teaching is] a noble
cause
and a noble profession.”
The program consisted of not only a dinner for the guests, but also featured speaker Nate Parker (‘98), the current principal of Adrian
middle school.
“Teaching is not just a career, it’s a calling,” said Parker during his speech. “God knows we need good teachers right now.”
Parker’s presentation was entitled “My Heroes have Always Been Teachers,” and discussed the importance of quality teachers in the
education system.
“The key to a great school… is the same as it always has been and always
will be—outstanding teachers,” he said. “Anybody can teach the top tier
students. Great teachers can teach them all.”
Senior Emilia Ertz begins her student teaching at Onsted high school in January. This semester she is observing the classes. She said the banquet was a
great way to get to know the supervising teachers on a more personal level
outside of the classroom. It was also an effective way to show appreciation to
the supervisors. “The banquet made me really excited for student teaching,”
she said.
Ertz was also impressed by the speech that Parker gave. “I thought he was
very inspirational,” she said. “It was nice to know he is an AC graduate and
has gone so far in the education field.”
During the event Parker also emphasized the significance, as teachers, to motivate and encourage students. “Your job is to care, to
challenge and to inspire,” he said. “Most importantly as a teacher, your job is to inspire.” Parker concluded his speech by stressing the
importance of teachers to continually work towards helping their students however possible. “[Students] don’t just need good teachers,” he said. “They need heroes. You are it. Don’t let them down.”
Three alumni of AC were also recognized at the program for demonstrating the Ribbons of Excellence and carrying out the mission of
teacher education. These alumni included Parker (‘98), Christopher Timmis (‘96) and Mary Betzoldt (‘68).

Notable Alumni
Mrs. Mary Betzoldt
Placement Coordinator, Teacher Education
Education
Graduated from Adrian College in 1968.
Master of Arts Degree in 1989 from Eastern Michigan University
Permanent Teaching Certificate from the State of Michigan in 1973: Grades
7-8 All Subjects: Grades 9-12 BD BA
Mrs. Mary Betzoldt is the Field Placement Coordinator,
Teacher Education, at Adrian College after teaching in Adrian
Public schools for a combined service of 43 years.
Betzoldt graduated from Adrian College in 1968 and then
began her teaching career at Springbrook Middle School, at
Adrian Public Schools. In 1973, Betzoldt Permanent Teaching
Certificate from the State of Michigan in 1973: Grades 7-8 All
Subjects: Grades 9-12 BD BA.
Then in 1989 she received her master’s degree from Eastern
Michigan University.
Betzoldt taught in the Adrian Public Schools from 1968-1999:
Grades 6,7,8,9,10,11 English: Math 7,8: Speech 8, Adrian High
School 9-12: U.S. History 8. She was the Lenawee County
Effective Teacher Trainer 1980’s. After retiring from APS, she
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then taught Speech and Communication Classes at the Jackson
Community College from 2000-2005.
In 1996, Betzoldt joined the Adrian College Teacher Education
Department as an Adjunct Instructor. Her areas of instructing
are:
- Literacy in the Content Area
- English Methods
- Methods of Secondary Teaching
- Field Experience Coordinator
- CPR and First Aid classes for MI certification
- Supervises Student Teachers
Mary and her husband, Jack, reside in Adrian and can be seen at
various Adrian College events and sports, as well as enjoying the
company of their grandchildren, Grace and Zeke.

Mr. Nathan Parker
Principal, Adrian Middle School 7/8
Education
Undergraduate Degree, Adrian College 1998
Graduate Degree, Marygrove University.
Specialist Degree, Siena Heights University.

Mr. Nathan Parker is the Principal of Adrian Public Schools
Middle School 7/8 building as of August 2010 to present.
Parker is a 1998 graduate of Adrian College, received his
master’s degree from Marygrove University, and his Specialist
degree from Siena Heights University.
Parker spent 10 years at Morenci, first as a Spanish teacher and
then as a high school principal. While at Morenci, Parker then
served as interim superintendent for several months.
Dr. Chris Timmis said Parker has been successful at Morenci
and “he’s big on school culture and discipline.” “Their student
achievement has been strong and he’s done some great things

as a leader to support teachers to make that happen.” Timmis
also pointed to the range of roles that Parker filled as principal.
“He’s worn many hats while at Morenci and been able to balance them all.”
“The key to a great school… is the same as it always has been
and always will be—outstanding teachers,” he said. “Anybody
can teach the top tier students. Great teachers can teach them
all,” Parker said.
Nathan and his wife, Stacy, have three young children: Sean,
Adam, and Ethan.

Michigan Teacher of the Year

Matinga Ragatz

On Wednesday, November 16th, the Institute for Education had the great honor of hosting Matinga Ragatz, Michigan Teacher of the
Year 2010/2011, as our guest speaker. Ms. Ragatz spent the day at Adrian College and spoke in our Teacher Education classes. She
spoke about issues, solutions, best practices in teaching, and the continuation of her own education as a 21st Century educator.
Ms. Ragatz teaches social studies and World Language at Grand Ledge High School. Ms. Ragatz has immersed herself in culture and
has been taking her students abroad in learning about different customs. Most recently she and her students have been visiting eastern
Asia and she is preparing to travel to Tunisia.
She is the founder and Project Management Director of Interface Global Alliance. Interface Global
Alliance is a non-profit that helps deprived communities that are in need of economic improvement. Ms.
Ragatz continues to be a global traveler promoting
education and her mission with the Interface Global
Alliance.
Currently Ms. Ragatz is developing a variety of learning models to help students with their core education
as well as improving their skills.
Please take a few moments to visit her website.
http://matinga.com/

Matinga Ragatz speaks to Teacher Education students about what it means to
be a 21st Century Teacher. Photo by: Jason Smart

The Institute for Education is excited to enter the New Year with exciting ideas, collaborations, and to continue
the mission of lifelong learning. After another strenuous Fall Semester for all, we would like to wish you all
Happy Holidays.
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