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Sponsored by: The Institute for Education
Prof. Penny Cobau-Smith organized an inservice for faculty regarding SMART Board training that was
sponsored by the Institute for Education on January 13th, 2012. The SMART Board training was designed
to give an overview of the software known as SMART notebook that actually comes free with the installation of the boards. Since the faculty were at
different knowledge levels of this software,
the presentation was an overview and an introduction. Features of the software that encourage interactive lessons and student participation were demonstrated and some time
was given for the faculty to try this on the
TED laptops.
Professor Cobau-Smith’s personal experience began six years ago when a SMART
Board was placed in her secondary science
classroom. She made frequent use of the interactive portion of the gallery that comes with the software. She also used the recording feature to document
procedures for labs. Students could then see what was going to happen with the equipment while she was
explaining the steps to the procedure. She often uses multiple features of the SMART Notebook software in
her lessons.
Prof. Melissa Stewart, who attended the training, stated, “I would like to thank Penny Cobau-Smith for her
efforts to bring someone in from the makers of SMART Board to train us on our very own SMART Boards.
The half-day workshop was informative and helpful. Now I know the many things that a SMART Board can
do from videos, diagrams, importing images to virtual tours. I know how easy it is to use. After the training,
I asked the 58 students in my intro class if they had one in high school and an overwhelming majority said
yes. I hope to make use of one if available in my Religions of the West class in the future.”

Keeping up with Physical Education
On Friday, November 4, 2011,
Health Professors Al Craven and
Michelle Hiscock accompanied
14 of their students to the Michigan Association for Health,
Physical Education, Recreation
and Dance annual convention in
Dearborn, MI. Students attended
workshops throughout the day
related to health and physical
education resources, skill development, curriculum, safety
and much more. Follow up discussions took place during class
time. It proved to be a valuable
experience for all our aspiring educators. In March, some of our students will travel to Boston for the American Alliance for Health, Physical Education, Recreation, and Dance National Convention.
On January 16, 2012, Adrian College’s Teacher Education Department in collaboration with the Lenawee
Intermediate School District hosted two professional development workshops attended by teachers from
Lenawee and Monroe counties in addition to Health & Physical Education
students from Adrian College. Professors Al Craven, Michelle Hiscock,
and Kathy Conway worked with the
LISD Health Coordinator Terri Langton to facilitate two trainings; Reproductive Health for the Next Decade
and Physical Education: Your Links
to Student Success. Over 60 teachers
and students attended both trainings.
The responses to the workshop by attendees were extremely positive.
Another professional development
training is scheduled for teachers in
Lenawee and Monroe counties in addition to Adrian Health and Physical Education students. On Saturday, March 10 from 8:00 am until 2:00 pm
in the Merillat Sports and Fitness Center, the National Archery in the Schools Program will conduct a free
training for all educators interested in implementing an archery program in their schools. Contact Professors
Al Craven or Kathy Conway for additional information.

Introduction to Japanese
The Institute for Education and the Department of Modern Languages & Cultures is collaborating in providing an Introduction to Japanese class for accelerated students from surrounding school districts in Lenawee
County. Dr. Andrea R. Milner and Dr. Bryan Bott are facilitating the class. Three Adrian College students;
Jamie Besier, Kristin Johnson, and Tim Rotarius, are teaching the class. Class started on February 18th and
will run every Saturday concluding on April 7th.
Jamie Besier provided an in-depth synopsis of the first class: “The first class was fantastic. I think all three
of us were a little surprised at just how well things went. The students are so excited to learn! They are also
very practical. When we asked them what they wanted to learn about Japan, they said government, laws
and travel information. A group of future leaders to be sure. While we hope to expose them to these things
at least a little, I think we would primarily like to give them a taste of Japanese culture. Kristin, Tim and I
have discussed exposing them things such as Japanese food and we would also like to give them a chance
to explore things from Japan. Having visited Japan, Kristin and I have accumulated items from shrines and
souvenirs and we would like to share these “artifacts” with the students. At the culmination of this program,
I would like to see the students having a basic understanding of Japanese language, but also a glimpse of
Japanese life. “

