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Welcome to Social Work!
The Social Work Program at Adrian College welcomes you
to this issue of ‘SW VOICE’ - the newsletter that will give
you an inside look at the program!
Catch up with alums and find out what they have been doing, see where current students are assigned for their practicums, find out what’s happening with the Social Work
Club, meet the members of the Social Work Program Advisory Board, get up-to-the-minute information on the Accreditation process and see what volunteer opportunities
GRADUATION 2011 — WHAT A WINDY DAY!

are available here in the Adrian community.
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If you have an idea for the newsletter or would like to share
something about social work, please email the Program
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Director, Charles Vanderwell, cvanderwell@adrian.edu.
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Alums...what have they been up to?
Joe Reidy, Class of 2007, recently showed off his stand-up
comedy skills here in Adrian at the Croswell Opera House during a fundraiser for Hope Community Center. He is working as
an Intake Case Manager at Featherfist in Chicago.

Susan (Walden) Richards,
Class of 2009,
Serves as the
Director of the
Myasthenia

Jen Mohler,
Class of 2010,
is in the Social Work
Graduate Program at
University of Michigan.

Alicia Winne,
Class of 2010,
married
Ben Jones
August 20, 2011.

Gravis
Anna Rowe,

Foundation of

Michelle Johnson,

Class of 2009,

America — Great Lakes

Class of 2011,

married

Chapter in Grand Rapids,

Is in the Social Work Graduate

Derek Brown

Michigan.

Program at Wayne State University.

March 19, 2011.

In Recognition of Domestic Violence Awareness Month >>>
The Social Work Department presented a program on October 25 to help spread awareness of the effect of
domestic violence on children. The program, Family Violence: The Impact on Children, featured two speakers — Renee Gonzalez, MSW, of Lenawee Department of Human Services; and Michael Snyder-Barker,
MSW, owner of Insight Counseling. They spoke about the impact on children of domestic violence, the role of
agencies and professionals in assessing risks for families and implementing plans for intervention and treatment, the importance of parent education and the need for recovery from trauma by children. After they
spoke, there was a brief question and answer session with the audience.
If you would like more information about any aspect of domestic violence, you can check out the following
website…

www.ncadv.org
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Ready...Set...Accreditation

The Social Work Advisory Board’s purpose is to
provide support and guidance to the program
faculty and staff. It also serves as a forum for
idea generation and discussion.
The Board is made up of individuals from the
surrounding community who have some connection to the social work profession.
Currently, two Adrian College Social Work Program alums serve on the Board — Deb Mason,
‘07, Social Worker at Monroe Community Men-

The Adrian College Social Work Program was awarded Accreditation Status from the CSWE in February 2010. Social Work Program
Faculty and Staff began the self-study process over the summer to
be ready for site visits in 2013 and review by the CSWE in 2014.
The entire program, including all courses, assessments and documentation will be reviewed and revised to correlate to the 2008 Educational Policy and Accreditation Standards (EPAS).
Faculty and Staff will seek input from students, the Advisory Board,
other faculty members, field education agencies, as well as community members.

tal Health Authority and Josh Schramm, ‘08,
who is currently a student in the University of
Michigan social work graduate program.
Idali Feliciano, Director of Multicultural Programs at Adrian College serves on the Board
along with recent additions Dee CortezWoodworth, MSW, LLC, and Kathryn
Szewczuk, Community Outreach Services Supervisor at Lenawee Community Mental Health
Authority.

HOPE Center needs you >>>
HOPE Community Center of
Lenawee is looking for volunteers, interns and social work
students in senior practicums
to work in their program with their members—
adults who have developmental disabilities.
HOPE is a favorite agency of social work students in the past, providing experiences that
are fun, emotionally uplifting and have enormous impact on their education.
At HOPE, you might work one-on-one with
HOPE members, assist in providing classes,
learn to write grants, or plan a HOPE event.
Contact Susan Nichols or Chuck Vanderwell
for more information!

Volunteer Opportunity >>>
Share the Warmth is a program to feed
and provide overnight shelter for the
homeless in Lenawee County. This
winter’s program started November 4th
and is hosted by the Salvation Army at
217 W. Church St. in Adrian.
The program needs volunteers! Contact Share the
Warmth at 265-2038 and see what YOU can do to help
today!

Join us on FACEBOOK!
www.facebook.com/ACsocialwork

Keep up with all the buzz about the Adrian College Social Work Program. Get connected to job opportunities. Find links to pertinent articles. Be the first to hear about activities sponsored by the program or
the Social Work Club. See pictures of students, graduates and activities. Share your news, job opportunities or activities with us!
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2011-2012 Practicum >>>

Student — Agency Assignments
Lauren Dennis — Lenawee Community Mental Health Authority, Judy Warren
Jennifer Dotson — Lenawee County Department of Human Services, Amy Fullerton
Lauren Griffith — Catholic Charities of Lenawee County, Tracey Ventola
Anthony Honeywell — Maurice Spear Campus, Grady Elam
Christine Jackson — Lenawee County Department of Human Services, Renee Gonzales
Darlene Logston — Hospice of Lenawee, LeeAnn Straub
Shannon Woods — Lenawee Medical Care Facility, Kelly Mann

Special Thanks to our community partners and field instructors who give so much to our
students.

Practicum Profile:
Summer in the Windy City >>>
Lindsey Ohmer, current senior in the Social Work
Program, started her practicum assignment over
this last summer in the Windy City — Chicago.

THE LATEST:
AC Social Work Seniors attended the University of Michigan
School of Social
Work’s Social Work
Day on Friday, October 21, 2011

Lindsey shares the following about her experience…
During my summer practicum I lived in Hyde Park, Chicago and interned at Catholic Charities
within the Maternity/Adoption Department. I went on post adoption visits to multiple families in
which children have been placed. I did many post adoption reports and one on one interviews
with couples as well. My main duty was to answer the phone and complete a survey with those
who were interested in the beginning stages of adoption. I interacted with people who wanted to
adopt relatives, internationally, and domestically as well. My favorite part was working with the
post adoption field — those who are trying to locate their birth mothers/families and or birth mothers looking for their children they gave up through Catholic Charities many years ago. Each story
was unique, and whether it was a birth child, or a birth mother, each of them had their own touching story and each of them was so grateful for adoption. Overall, it was a great experience working with Arvis Averette (pictured above right) who is a great social worker that I learned so much
from and who will be a great resource for me in the future. I loved Chicago and learning how to be
independent and finding my way in a big city by myself. I have grown so much from this experience and Chicago will always be a part of me.
Lindsey will be graduating with her BSW December 2, 2011 and is in the process of applying to
MSW graduate school programs.
Consider Chicago Center for your practicum assignment — it could open up a whole new world to
you. If you are interested, contact Field Education Director Susan Nichols for more information.
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The Lives They Left Behind >>>
The Social Work Program held a topics course for the May Term 2011 focused on the book “The Lives They Left Behind—Suitcases from a State
Hospital Attic” by Darby Penney and Peter Stastny. The book highlights the
lives of the former patients of the Willard State Hospital in New York. Many
of the patients were admitted to Willard and lived there for the rest of their
lives. Willard State Hospital was one of many institutions for people with
mental health problems across the United States. Institutionalization had
profound effects on those who spent months, years or sometimes decades
behind hospital walls. After Willard was closed as part of the deinstitutionalization process throughout the United States, patients’ personal belongings were found in the attic. Some
patients had no other family and brought all their possessions with them to Willard. The Willard Suitcase Exhibit was created to travel the country showcasing some of the recovered items. The exhibit also features large
display boards that highlight the lives of the patients featured in the book. The exhibit was on display at the
Lenawee County Historical Museum sponsored by the Lenawee Community Mental Health Authority (LCMHA).
The LCMHA brought the exhibit to the area as part of their activities in recognition of Mental Health Awareness
Month. A grand opening event was held at the Museum and featured several speakers, including Richard
Prangley who was institutionalized for 15 years at Coldwater State Hospital in Michigan. He
shared a very emotional recollection of his experiences over those years.
The class, taught by Professor Susan Nichols, discussed the trends of institutionalization
and deinstitutionalization in the treatment of those with mental illness and developmental
disabilities. The programs and services that were created to assist people who were displaced by these changes were reviewed as well as the positive and negative outcomes of
these changes. The deinstitutionalization process was not followed with adequate services
Richard Prangley in many communities so some people with mental illness have been incarcerated in prisons. The class also visited local agencies that provide services to the chronically mentally
ill, including LCMHA, Hope Community Center, Lenawee County Department of Human Services and the InterConnections Drop-In Center.
Check out the exhibit’s website for more information:
www.suitcaseexhibit.org
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Check it out >>>

AC Social Work Club

2011-12 Social Work Club Officers
President .................................. Shannon Woods

The Adrian College Social Work Club exists to support students in

Vice-President.......................... Lindsey Ohmer

the Social Work Program as well as other students interested in

Secretary ................................. Megan McCullough

the field. They sponsor activities to provide support and promote
awareness of social issues in the local community and in the

Treasurer ................................. Lauren Griffith
Historian ................................... Justine Sawyer

world.

Contact one of the officers for more information!

The group recently sponsored a pop-can drive to raise money towards some of the activities they sponsor.
Along with the Department of Multicultural Affairs and the Social
Work Program, the Social Work Club sponsored a screening of the
PBS documentary ‘Not in Our Town’ on September 20, 2011.
Social Work Club President Shannon Woods and Social Work
student Anthony Honeywell led a group discussion after the
screening about the importance of cultural competency and what
can be done to help racial segregation on campus.

Upcoming events…
3rd Annual Give A Little Bit
Check out the Adrian College Social Work Program FACEBOOK page
for more…

ADRIAN COLLEGE
SOCIAL WORK PROGRAM
110 South Madison Street
Adrian, MI 49221

Contact us at 517-265-5161
www.adrian.edu

coming soon >>>

In The Next Issue
Social Work Month
Graduate School Snapshot

